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IOUTH ASIA ﬁ’,‘ DIGIWIBI-’I’ 1981

e

tnterview

£ia’s islam on Adultery:
Sione them to Death!

AL his hamne in Rawalpindi one evening tasi week. Pakiston
: Péf;':den" aégr-_u} t{:q.l 57, wked for 24 hrs with Asio-

wick dor-in-Chief Michael O°'Nedll, Gxcerpus ;

conversation: . o from thar

¥ X X % XX XXX

You've said olten Islam 13 o compleie’ code fov ving. 1ia
Isdam sodved gny of Pelistan™s cconuisic or politicul probiems:

fsham 13 & code of conduct for vour (ot bebatvir — as o
MmN, ey u nrciber of the family, 4 3 memher of the nation, as a
member of the comity of nauons, lelapn belicves in the
Heemmonwealth™ of Mushim states. Frosn that paint of view, il
oitees you suliony (o yustr cccaoiie problans,  politicsd
problerns, religious problems, educationat peobleme, it gives you

ruiding lines, principles.

Huw can Islam be & code of candudt il your uwa povernmuo
apgeals apainst u dectsion by the Shariat Bench, which has roled
that stuniog 1n death [vr wsulteyy Is wn wnbslamic punighiment?

} he Shariut decision was that thes patitular man shouid nol bie
stoned Lo death. The governmsent iy appealing on that and saying
he should be stoned 1o deatht The luw of the rajgian is that H K is
-proved that a man has committed pdultery « and there gre g Jo
31‘ |':1|bui!1 safeguurds —- then hie and she should be soncd 10

GR1IN -

Fuul’s otd siaied unywhere in the Koran.

]No. There e two aspeets. The Koran gives the princile
thierr explenaton is formed in (e Hadnhy, so
together they form the Sharia, Now, the Sharia
law on adulwry is thet if a man has Ueen scen by
four Individwitls commitung pduliesy wilh a
waman, thett he has (o be stoned 10 deadh,. This
is the law! It's an illepal sexual i Therd's no
confusion. Zinaah ks sexuyl intercouse between
& man and a woman who aze nor marricd. 1 you
have those four eyewitnesses, and a man i» prov.
ed euilty, slone him to death!
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Ehitanlicodl

Sn why gdida’l the Shariae Bench reach 1hal
cincluston?
FE teore are not Tour wintesses and the ol

“admits having copmamitted adsdtery, being fedly

awure uf il conscguence s, by e dsuld be

inade puiby, Whae tle Skariat coun Jecidsed,

with ong dissenting vote, wis it tids les uf ra-

Hrt s nat Koranie oy, This 05 what g pave-

maut i~ anpealing against, becagwe we cunsider

the Shartzn couet [inzmbers| have aod dhind thei

homewea b, & have been takin Wiy b énio--

than, We said, na, it is a Keranic injunction. ‘Well present our
vase, and Lhcy Il present thair case, and we hope the Suprenie
Court will come ot widky (.,

When will Lhe Supreme Coury heoy the casy!?
That's up 1o the Supreme Court, [ have no jurisdiction over the
‘mprcmc {.uun

Saudi Arabia didn'l fndicwte 1o you ihas the Shariz TUkiNE Y
u rather dapgerons umedenl. wae! thae it might be o pousd idex
fppeal?!

Mo, We run this country nurselves.

The {act rempins that Pakistan 15 not1 choppnp wit peaple’s
hands wng beads, or shmin;, peopHe Lo deytin.

Po. it's mal. You can’t sione people 1o death. The basic
philosaphy of Korunie Iaw s that we should have i deterrent

" foree, How can you have a 1aen [having sexoal dttecvourae wiihj

wmebody vlse with jfour witaesyen! Can you ever hase i
fnpresibile!

Is thl deterrent vilue, then. e oaby- reason fae pviernment is
appeaking?

Mo, Zinnak, thel, drinking, and accgving wscsher ms felwly:
these are the only faur laws where the Kiwan bas prosciibec the
pussimum rusishoent, 5o if o man and o wornan hase not been
proved guilty of aduitery [for luck of] #vidense, then they will gel
besser pumshmcm whivh ¢ould antdunt 1o seven years of rigarous
imprizeninent, 50 lashes, a fing of 200000 1upees. stoming o
death 1y the maximom prpishment,

51l ¥bu're goiny to have i1 on yoor books. Do you wantio sce
in Fukislan the hind of punishments being meted ouwl in Tran, for

exafple” )

Withayi coanmenting on Lthe siwation in Iran: we kurodaeed
thave things i Tebriary 1979, Su far not a single hand has beer:
vt off, no man has been sioned w death, or Tashed for drinkireg
- Eh.mw-n. vou cen't find ihe proof the Koran dcmand-.
I'herefore the mainum punisheents lve not beein enforeed.
| execr pritishients have been enforced. A man accused of

eivtnuh bas beeo given Tourteen years” rigoraus 1mpnsnnment
which is nax g v,

- Whrm
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& ¥ x 2 [Rut beyond ohid Sovict
threat, and the perceived mensce from.
Indiz, and the frustrations of o populoce
that believes 4 democratic Lradition is
Dieing st pangled, is o problem il bas G-
reching  isplieations not omy  for
Pukistum bl For the region as 8 whola, Ty
Is af Zia-ul Hag's own making, and is
name is lslamisanon.

E j hen hie scized power in 1977, ¥ia
said his first poority wos Lo
restore  demodraey, © hold  alections,
Mowatluys he opendy admits thay his licsr -
prigeity is v “Islamige” Pakislun, Few of
the conntry's 8% million cirizens, nearly
G of whom are Muskms (ainly
Hunali Sonni} would courest  rhat
drbition, sinee an Dslamic sodzty would
Be a just, equilable and demosrutie yne,
Lok there are o rele molels, even anong
Fakisn's deeply relipwas neighbours to
the wesl. There are only, sy Chandhei
Ghulam  Ahmad  Parwez, porhaps
Mawistan’s loremost Istamic scholur, puts
it, goveramcnis run by Muslios.
Awmong concerongd cirizens, Zia's
Islamdeation progtam s newhbere poore
worrwing than in the Aold of, firs, 1he
law, gmd second, women's rights. The Pie-
sicdenl wans 10 see women amd girls in
chacder and some schools Lave begun
vapglbing female students to veil them-

Cselves Therg s much resistance 1o ihis
anaed 1o demsznds by some Tundumemstisis

Faupporoad, i'is said, by the Presider) for
repesl of the Muslim  Famdly Laws
Ordinange of 1961, which dJoes give
wonen scine predeciion under the daw in
matiers such as divorce. Bul by far the
mal cutleoversial specific inslanced of
misdirecled *Isipmiswiion’ cancerns
rafim, 1he punishment of sloning to death
Tor llicit sesusd intercourse,

TSt

As peet of lus Islamisaten program,

i A3, by Presidents Order 3 of 1979,

amended the Constiluiion o s w
Sheriae, or religious, benches in Pakg-
sun's  Toar  proviociel  high  couns.
Dexignaied justices- were both high vour
judges pod  uwmibers of the  Shariy
benches wntil March 1981, when the
tunctions were separted. There is pow o
fetlerad Sharion  courr, the  provincal
verslons having Leen abolished.

S months ago the Sharist coust ruled
that the povermirent’s 1979 law ol rajin
— stoning o dearh for oftences such ay
adultery —- wia net Koranie law and way
therciuce undylemic. The Zia Administra-
tion ir appealing thal verdict on the
ground that the judpges, as the Presidgal
told Asfgweck, “didn't do their home-
wintk."" Ziz, in shorl, believes that the
pwaizhiment is felamie. W is a confusion
that in recent months has  exercised.
Muslim minds from West  Asia o
Seatheast Asia, aod o get 10 the Soiyn
ol i1, Asiwweeks O'Meil] Lea wegk: visiiod
ITarwez, T8, I8 hix book-iined study in
| ahare. This s what Chaudhel CGlnlam
Abhmad Parwez said:

*“The [irst thing 16 know, when you call
i thing Islamic, is: What is (the authorily
[or it When we say ‘This is constipution-
gl there s un amhority for it — the
Corstingion. It presupposes the existence -
ol a constitution that lonms an authority
I say whitt 15 constitetienal und what is
nut,

“There must be 3 commen auharity
fr all Mushinis, When they call ‘them-
selves Mislims it means they  accept
Islian, and il thete §s- one common
authority for Islam, then that must be the
citnman anthority hy which all Maslims
decide whether something ' is Istamic or .
nut — whether il is the lnw of rajim or
sotne ather laws or rules ol the state.

“Islam is not a religion. It s & code of
lifie, & systems of livieg. Islam is about the
nation of the community: 11 presupposes
the ¢xstence ol a state.
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“"Whai is the suthorily? 1t may be the
Shaeizr coudd, il nay be the President of
Pakistaa, it may be a comeion man. H we
define shat, helf the problemn is solved. If
there & one¢ cummon authority, it docs
aot maiter what the Shuriat court says (s
Islamic, or what -f say is Islamic. Mlave
you asked this question of the President?

"“thinking based on conimon sense is
- very near the Islamic laws. The awchority

is 1he Koran, IGis the only auwherity: -

unmgtable. When one aceents that, one
Pecomes & Mushi, and one semains a
Muslim Tor ac long as one accepts it, {1 is
nol a4 question of this view or phat view,
“Lvada ip sccular baws, when we say
sonwibing i ‘lepal' we mcan ‘It iy
_ dvandeny to this ar thar law.’ Thai law
sl exist. it presupposes the extstence of

some law wluch is aceepiublke to all e,

partivs. So when we talk aboul Islum —
- whether in ludig vr Singapore or Fuki-
sian, whether it Is an ordimary Muslim or
a head of state or  ‘divine muRah® - we
munt say: *This is the authorify.” And the
only authorily for being Islamic 15 the
Koran.
It ip 8 perfect authority. No addition
or sUbtraction can be' sndde because,
. according 10 the Koran, Allah seid it is
completc. Nothing against & can con-
stitute an awthority for being dslamie.
What is ‘not thete 15 not lslam. The
Koren says that even the Prophet had
not the authority 10 muke sny change)
the. Prophet himself says in the Koran,
‘'l am not muthorised to make any
" accept aulhorities otlier
shan thie Koran. They acceps the Tradit-
tons of the Propbet, which [ call hislory.
Then there & fico ljurisprudente). Some
Jursts, about 4,000 years back, cun-
Rltuted artain faws. They ure man-made
. and the. stare. enforced them m
e 88 jhe laws of povernnient.
KL -'ge__no( Komnic. Wh-‘.técvex in thess
wt 15 attoeiing to the Korapn we €20
i bolamic becupse they 8st) Bos
: By io e Koran,.if & noti-Muslim
gate makes & lgw which i» ucsording'wo
the Komn, wa will sy, ‘That law is
sccortling to the Kormp." M 8" Musi.

state mnkes a law which is agains the

Koran, we will not accepl it as Islamic.
Ny state in the world accepls Lhe

Koren as the fidl and only authority:

- they all accepn these jurists' laws, fica,

or the. Tradinous attriboted to  the
lluT?‘?:bphet - history! Yo it is possible
to kave an lslamic state. ‘The Koran is
theze. Unchanged, “lnunutable, in the
sume form in which, according o our
beliafl, it was revenicd by (iéd, given by
the rophet to the people. Not a single
comind therein hias been changed,

*“The Koran has deflnitedy given Lhe
punishment  for zinnah (illegal sexval
intercoursel: only stripes {loshes), R s
clearly ghen. Rujim 3 aot Koranic.

“When  the  poavernment  enftnged
this faw ol sajim, it did not say there
way sty secttlanbvm in it 10 <ays sceularium
it azainst Islum. Yor cverything, they
suy “ECis Islamlc *

“Qince the majorlty of people In
Iakistan aceept these laws [fica] as
lslumic, the government says Lhey should
be accepted as Islamic. The court has
aid it is not & guesiion of mujorny
or minority. Lven if one Muslim groves

. this is against the Koran, it bcoomes

.athing. Pacwea

against the Koran Those who chalienged
thiy faw in the Sharlat court have proved
it is against the Koran. That is why the’
taw must he repealed.

“A stwse can be called tslamic ouly
if It acts agcording 1o the Koran. I
some higher court says that laws eccepted
by the majority of the people in thin”
country arc Istamic laws, then does this
law proshulgated by the governmient

come Isfamic? If the appeal is
succesiul it witl Becoma the law of the
Jand. But it will nut be an Letamic law.™

Nobotfy hs yel been stoned to death in
Pakistan, though there have been -Rog-
gings aplenty; end Presidemr Zia hints
{Inierview, folowhng pugeyy thut it will
never come jo that. Bui a5 the ageing,
&1 potnts oul, “That s
siauge, because - thls b an Tslamis state
ang if Uese sve Wamic lews, 1hey mum be
enfireed = whatever the canserquences.”.



